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KARLOVAC IN THE 19TH CENTURY



KARLOVAC’S NEWSPAPERS AND THEIR EDITORS

Title Editor/s Period of 

publication

Frequency Notes

Der Pilger Franz C. Schall 1841-1847 3 times a week Owner Ivan Nepomuk Prettner

Karlovački viestnik Dragutin Akurti, from 13 March Skender 

Vabković/Fabković

1861 semi-weekly 02 Jan – 29 Jun

Glasonoša Abel Lukšić, from 1862 Skender Vabković, in 

1863 Josip Eugen Tomić, Ivan Trnski, from 

May 1865 August Šenoa 

1861-1865 semi-weekly from the end of September 1864 to the end of 

December 1865, published in Vienna; mostly 

news about Slavs in Vienna, almost no more 

news from Karlovac

Karlovački viestnik Ljudevit Tomšić 1866 weekly 06 Jan – 25 Sep;

Owner, editor and publisher Dragutin

Kostinčer

Svjetlo Adolf G. Prettner, from 1891 Dušan Lopašić 1884-1886; 

1889-1905

semi-weekly Adolf G. Prettner, from 1891 Dušan Lopašić

Sloga Adolf Milković; from 1887 Dragutin Huzina 1886-1888 weekly

Karlovački glasnik Dragutin Hauptfeld 1899-1903 weekly

Glasonoša Dušan Lopašić 1905-1909 weekly

Sloga Dušan Lopašić et al. 1910-1919 weekly



MUSIC IN NEWSPAPERS –TYPES OF WRITING

 News about music events – announcements with basic 
information

 Reports on musical events – notifications about the 
event with possible comments on the success of the 
event

 Reviews or criticisms of musical events (sometimes in 
verse) – they bring the reporter's point of view on the 
event and its participants

 Reviews of the cultural (and musical) life of the city 
within the framework of broader city topics

 Competitions

 Occasional songs

 Advertisements



THE REACH OF THE NEWS

 Often:

 Zagreb

 Varaždin

 Križevci

 Vienna

 Prague

 Ljubljana

 Occasionally:

 Koprivnica

 Sisak

 Petrinja

 Rijeka

 Požega

 Đakovo

 Osijek

 Senj

 Slavonski Brod

 Vinkovci

 Maribor, Celje, Sarajevo

 Rome, Paris, London



NEWS, REPORTS, REVIEWS AND CRITICISM OF MUSIC 

EVENTS

 National Reading Room/Narodna čitaonica (since 1838)

 First Croatian Singing Society “Zora”/Prvo hrvatsko pjevačko društvo “Zora” (since 
1860)

 Trading Tambura Society “Hrvatska”/ Trgovačko tamburaško društvo “Hrvatska” 
(since 1886)

 Craftsman-Workers' Society “Nada”/Obrtničko-radničko društvo “Nada” (since 1887) 
- own singing and tambura choir

 Trading Society “Merkur”/ Trgovačko društvo “Merkur“ – choir (since 1899)

 Volunteer Fire Brigade/Dobrovoljno vatrogasno društvo (since 1871)

 Lady’s Society of St Aloysius/Gospojinsko društvo Sv. Vjekoslava (since 1874)

 Society of St Sava/Društvo Sv. Save (since 1893)

 Officers' Casino

 Karlovac Music School



PUBLIC, SEMI-PUBLIC AND PRIVATE OCCASIONS

 “Over forty people from all social classes, in addition 

to dignitaries from the surrounding area and Zagreb, 

gathered in the beautiful rooms of the patriotic and 

noble host, with whom the gracious hostess 

competed in kindness and hospitality. The dances 

were directed by noble Mr Odo Mrzljak, precisely 

with his extraordinary, bewitching skill which has 

gained universal, wholehearted recognition.”



LUDMILA ZADROBILKOVA (1844-1872), CZECH PIANIST

• Ludmila

Zadrobilkova, 

pianist

• Concert in

Karlovac

• 22 December 1861

• Concerts in: Zagreb, 

Karlovac, Đakovo, 

Osijek; Ljubljana, 

Trst, Novi Sad, 

Belgrade



KARLOVAČKE POŠURICE (KARLOVAC’S WITS), GLASONOŠA, 1864

 “Let's be in collusion, let's get into a nice circle, let's 

put our heads together, and let me whisper 

something in your ear. But only you, dear readers –

you and me. Do you know what's new? Quietly, 

quietly, so that no one hears!”

 Karlovačke pošurice, Glasonoša, vol. 4, nr. 18, 1. 5. 

1864, 2-3

Karlovačke pošurice, Glasonoša, vol. 4, nr. 9, 28. 2. 1864, 3 



DORA PEJAČEVIĆ (1885-1950), CROATIAN COMPOSER

 Jaroslav Kocián (1883-1950)

 Concert in Karlovac, in Zorin-dom

 26 January 1904

 played Canzonetta and Menuetto (op. 8 and op. 

18,

the latter dedicated to Kocian)



REVIEWS OF THE CULTURAL (AND MUSICAL) LIFE OF THE 

CITY WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF WIDER CITY THEMES

 “if we wanted to write about social life in Karlovac and 
told only the naked truth, we would get into a lot of 
trouble or would have to give up on our idea; because 
within our walls the pleasantly fragrant flower of social 
life does not bloom […] Only in very abbreviated terms 
will we present to our readers the gradual decline of 
our domestic societies. [...] And our general social life, 
what is it like? Harmony and unity, where are you? 
Discord and arrogance, where are you not? […] And 
that's how we reached the point where we have to stop 
criticizing, where our babbling is over. We will rather 
show the way with weak forces which will lead us from 
shaky social relations to harmony and brotherhood. 
[...]”



3 MAIN THEMES

 establishment/reorganization of a singing society

 functioning of the music school

 the need to establish city music



COMPETITIONS

 Slava mladosti by Ivan Trnski, 1862 (Glasonoša)

 Natječaj za poputnicu Zrinjskoga, 1866 (Karlovački 

viestnik)

 Bože živi by Petar Preradović, 1870 (Zatočnik)



OCCASIONAL SONGS 

 To:

 Ludmila Zadrobilkova, pianist, 1861

 Nikola Dimitriev Svječin, violinist, 1862

 Lavoslav/Leopold Aleksander Zellner, 1864



ADVERTISEMENTS 

 sale or loan of instruments: 

piano, violin, cello

 costume dances [krabuljni

plesovi]

 “Za Lisinskov spomenik”

initiative



CONCLUDING REMARKS

 Newspaper articles about music – important for 

obtaining a picture of the cultural and musical life of

the city of Karlovac

 Music – an important component of everyday life

 Political changes as well as social situation – reflected

through musical events

 Overview of musical life within the framework of

wider city themes

 Newspapers as an encourager of musical and literary

creativity



THANK YOU!


