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WESTERN BALKANS REGIONAL R&D STRATEGY FOR INNOVATION MINISTERIAL MEETING

October 25, 2013 - Zagreb, Croatia
Venue: Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Zrinski trg 11, 10000 Zagreb
Time: 13:15 

	13.15 
	Endorsement of the Strategy

Media statements by Ministers of Science:
H.E. Željko Jovanović, Minister of Science, Education and Sports, Republic of Croatia

Mr. Arbjan Mazniku, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Education and Science, Republic of Albania

H.E. Sredoje Nović,  Minister of Civil Affairs,  Bosnia and Herzegovina

H.E. Ramë Buja Minister of Education, Science and Technology,  Kosovo*

H.E. Spiro Ristovski, Minister of Education and Science, FYR Macedonia

H.E. Sanja Vlahović, Minister of Science, Montenegro

H.E. Tomislav Jovanović, Minister of Education, Science and Technological Development, Republic of Serbia

	13.45
	Family Photo


OBJECTIVES OF THE EVENT

The aim of the high-level event of October 25, 2013 in Zagreb, Croatia is to secure ministerial endorsement of the Western Balkans Regional Research and Development (R&D) Strategy for Innovation of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo*, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia.  The Strategy, accompanied by an action plan detailing initiatives to be implemented at the regional level, identifies priorities and will serve as a framework for a collective effort to recommend policy for institutional reforms, which will promote the Western Balkans’ most urgent priority to increase contribution of research and innovation to the overall economic development of the region. The participants include ministers responsible for science from the beneficiary countries, as well as representatives of the European Commission, the Regional Cooperation Council and the World Bank.
BACKGROUND 
The Joint Statement of the Ministerial Conference, held in Sarajevo 2009, expressed the interest of the region in developing a joint strategy on research and innovation. In September 2011, the World Bank and the European Commission signed an agreement to support the development of the Strategy. The resulting technical assistance is financed through a Multi-beneficiary Instrument of Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA).

For the last 2 years, a Steering Committee composed of the beneficiary entities, the World Bank, the European Commission and the Regional Cooperation Council oversaw the implementation of the project. 

You can access the Strategy and related documents on the following link:

http://www.worldbank.org/en/events/2013/10/24/balkans-innovation-event
*This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence.
