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Franjo Ksaver Kuhač (1834-1911)

 music historian, folklore researcher, ethnomusicologist and composer

 between 1878 and 1881 he published 16 volumes in 4 books, with total of 

1600 folklore songs, called Južno-slavjenske narodne popievke (South

Slavic folk songs)

 his research opus was indispensable for the development of disciplines

such as musicology, ethnomusicology and musical historiography



The correspondence

 13 books, ca. 3 000 letters (1860-1911)

 Kuhač preserved copies and concepts of his sent letters in order to keep

track of everything he has written to his professional and private contacts

 German, Hungarian, Croatian (Gothic, Latin and Cyrillic script)

 addressees: family, colleagues, professors, writers, students, publishers, 

politicians and patrons

 valuable source of information about cultural, political and musical events 

as well as Kuhač’s life, work and his activities



Gothic script Latin script Cyrillic script



Politicians and patrons

 Dežman, Ivan (1841-1873), doctor, literate and politician

 Preradović, Petar (1818-1872), poet, writer and military general

 Kukuljević Sakcinski, Ivan (1816-1889), historian, politician and writer

 Rauch, Levin (1819-1890), Austrian-Hungarian politician and vice-roy of 

Croatia

 Strossmayer, Josip Juraj (1815-1905), bishop and politician



 Letter to vice-roy Levin

Rauch, in which Kuhač asks

for financial support for his trip

to Dalmatia



A letter to bishop

Strossmayer from

December 29th, 1870



Publishers, music dealers and printers

 Albrecht, Gustav (Vienna)

 Bernard, M., musician and sheet music dealer (St. Petersburg)

 Breitkopf & Härtel (Leipzig)

 Büttner, A., art and sheet music dealer (St. Petersburg)

 Friedlein, D. E. (Krakow)

 Harsch, Carl (Osijek)

 Hartmann (Hartmán, Hartman), Leopold (Zagreb)

 Kugler, Adolf, book and sheet music dealer (Pest)

 Ludwig, H., art and music dealer (Vienna)

 Rozsavölgyi & Comp., sheet music dealer (Pest)

 Schulze, Carl, printer (Leipzig)

 Spina, Carl Anton (Vienna)

 Wernigk, Friedrich, zincographer (Vienna)



No. 67 Herrn C. A. Spina priv. kunst und musikalien

händler in Wien

Essek, am 7 August 1866.

Herrn C. A. Spina. Wien

Ihre geehrte zuschrift vom 1 d. m. habe ich erst am sechsten tage 
erhalten. Ich vernehme daraus, daß Sie mit dem tittelblatt des op. 22 nicht 
ganz im reinen sind. In meinem vorigen brief habe ich zwar gesagt, daß
der ganze tittel bleibt wie er war, nur daß anstatt „Iz gorah“ der ausdruck
„Bosansko kolo“, und statt den deutsche „Aus den bergen“ die afschruft
„Bosnischer kolo“ kommt, alle um allen zweifeln ein ende zu machen 
gebe ich den tittel hier vollkommen:

Presvjetlomu gospodinu

Juliju grofu Jankoviću

c. k. komorniku, vlastelin daruvarskomu i stražemanskom i. t. d.

Bosansko kolo

(prosto kolo)

sastavio za glasovir

Franjo Šaverio Kuhač

djelo 22

_______ . _______

Bosnischer Kolo

(südslavische Nationaltanz)

für

Pianoforte

v.

Franz Xav. Koch

op. 22

Ihre Anfrage, ob der tittel „Iz gorah“ nicht zu einem  andern verwendet 
werden könnte, habe ich die ehre damit zu beantworten, daß ich mit 
vergnügen ein Kolo componieren will, und Sie deshalb die platte 
aufbewahren mögen, doch wollen wir erst die aufnahme dieser piecen
abwarten. (…)



Colleagues and friends

 Brunetti, Federico (Friedrich) (1808-1877), musician (Belgrade)

 Fritz, Josef Kaspar (1808-1877), piano manufacturer (Vienna)

 Konopásek, Max (Lwów) 

 Krešić, Milan (1844-1929) (Zagreb)

 Pivoda, Franz (František) (1824-1898) (Prague)

 Reich, Ignacz (1821-1887) (Pest)

 Schalek, Josef (Prague)

 Schlesinger, Josef (Šlezinger, Josif), composer (Belgrade)

 Schnabel, Leopold, piano manufacturer (Vienna)

 Siposs, Antal (1839-1923), pianist and composer (Pest)

 Thern, Carl (1817-1886) (Pest)



Online database

 Networking through Music: Changes of Paradigms in the ‘Long 19th 

Century’ – from Luka Sorkočević to Franjo Ksaver Kuhač

 to whom he writes

 who is mentioned in the letters

 terms, compositions and institutions

 data for biography, bibliography and Zeitgeist

 http://hmd-music.org/netmus19/index.php

http://hmd-music.org/netmus19/index.php
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attention!


